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Appendix 
A Review of General Convention Legislation 

 
Introduction 

The legislative history here shows the development of General Convention deliberations about the 
place of gay men and lesbians in the life of the church, particularly with regard to the blessing of 
their faithful, monogamous, lifelong relationships. Successive conventions have both acknowledged 
the work of their predecessors and reached new decisions. Resolution texts are from the website of 
the Archives of the Episcopal Church: http://www.episcopalarchives.org/e-archives/acts/. 
 
Minneapolis, 1976: For the first time, General Convention adopted a resolution that acknowledged and 
affirmed the presence of persons of homosexual orientation in the Church: 

Resolution 1976-A069:  
Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That it is the sense of this General Convention that 
homosexual persons are children of God who have a full and equal claim with all other persons 
upon the love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and care of the Church. 

 
Anaheim, 1985: General Convention reaffirmed the 1976 resolution and encouraged dioceses to deepen 
understanding: 

Resolution 1985-D082:  
Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the 68th General Convention urge each diocese 
of this Church to find an effective way to foster a better understanding of homosexual persons, 
to dispel myths and prejudices about homosexuality, to provide pastoral support, and to give life 
to the claim of homosexual persons "upon the love, acceptance, and pastoral care and concern 
of the Church" as recognized by the General Convention in 1976. 

 
Phoenix, 1991: General Convention affirmed the traditional understanding of marriage as between a 
man and a woman, and acknowledged “discontinuity” between that teaching and the experience of 
many members of the Episcopal Church:  

Resolution 1991-A104:  
Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 70th General Convention of the Episcopal 
Church affirms that the teaching of the Episcopal Church is that physical sexual expression is 
appropriate only within the lifelong monogamous "union of husband and wife in heart, body, 
and mind" "intended by God for their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in 
prosperity and adversity and, when it is God's will, for the procreation of children and their 
nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord" as set forth in the Book of Common Prayer; and 
be it further  
 
Resolved, That this Church continues to work to reconcile the discontinuity between this 
teaching and the experience of many members of this body; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That this General Convention confesses our failure to lead and to resolve this 
discontinuity through legislative efforts based upon resolutions directed at singular and various 
aspects of these issues; and be it further  
 
Resolved, That this General Convention commissions the Bishops and members of each 
Diocesan Deputation to initiate a means for all congregations in their jurisdiction to enter into 
dialogue and deepen their understanding of these complex issues; and further this General 
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Convention directs the President of each Province to appoint one Bishop, one lay deputy and 
one clerical deputy in that province to facilitate the process, to receive reports from the 
dioceses at each meeting of their provincial synod and report to the 71st General Convention; 
and be it further  
 
Resolved, That this General Convention directs the House of Bishops to prepare a Pastoral 
Teaching prior to the 71st General Convention using the learnings from the diocesan and 
provincial processes and calling upon such insight as is necessary from theologians, theological 
ethicists, social scientists and gay and lesbian persons; and that three lay persons and three 
members of the clergy from the House of Deputies, appointed by the President of the House of 
Deputies be included in the preparation of this Pastoral Teaching. 

 
Indianapolis, 1994: General Convention added sexual orientation, along with marital status, sex, 
disabilities and age as categories of people to whom non-discrimination in church membership is 
assured. 
Resolution 1994-C020:  

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That Title I, Canon 17, Section 5 be amended as 
follows:  No person shall be denied rights, status [in], or [access to] an equal place in the life, 
worship, and governance of this Church because of race, color, [or] ethnic origin, national origin, 
marital status, sex, sexual orientation, disabilities or age, except as otherwise specified by [this] 
Canon. 

 
Indianapolis, 1994: General Convention called for a study of “the theological foundations and pastoral 
considerations involved in the development of rites honoring love and commitment between persons of 
the same sex”: 

Resolution 1994-C042:  
Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 71st General Convention direct the 
Standing Liturgical Commission and the Theology Committee of the House of Bishops to prepare 
and present to the 72nd General Convention, as part of the Church's ongoing dialogue on 
human sexuality, a report addressing the theological foundations and pastoral considerations 
involved in the development of rites honoring love and commitment between persons of the 
same sex; and be it further 

Resolved, That no rites for the honoring of love and commitment between persons of the same 
sex be developed unless and until the preparation of such rites has been authorized by the 
General Convention; and be it further 

Resolved, That the sum of $8,600 be appropriated to support this work, subject to funding 
considerations. 

Philadelphia, 1997: General Convention reaffirmed the traditional understanding of marriage and called 
for continuing study: 

Resolution 1997-C003:  
Resolved, That this 72nd General Convention affirm the sacredness of Christian marriage 
between one man and one woman with intent of life-long relationship; and be it further 

Resolved, That this Convention direct the Standing Liturgical Commission to continue its study of 
theological aspects of committed relationships of same-sex couples, and to issue a full report 
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including recommendations of future steps for the resolution of issues related to such 
committed relationships no later than November 1999 for consideration at the 73rd General 
Convention. 

Denver, 2000: General Convention acknowledged relationships other than marriage: 
Resolution 2000-D039:  
Resolved, That the members of the 73rd General Convention intend for this Church to provide a 
safe and just structure in which all can utilize their gifts and creative energies for mission; and be 
it further 
 
Resolved, That we acknowledge that while the issues of human sexuality are not yet resolved, 
there are currently couples in the Body of Christ and in this Church who are living in marriage 
and couples in the Body of Christ and in this Church who are living in other life-long committed 
relationships; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That we expect such relationships will be characterized by fidelity, monogamy, mutual 
affection and respect, careful, honest communication, and the holy love which enables those in 
such relationships to see in each other the image of God; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That we denounce promiscuity, exploitation, and abusiveness in the relationships of 
any of our members; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That this Church intends to hold all its members accountable to these values, and will 
provide for them the prayerful support, encouragement, and pastoral care necessary to live 
faithfully by them; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That we acknowledge that some, acting in good conscience, who disagree with the 
traditional teaching of the Church on human sexuality, will act in contradiction to that position; 
and be it further 
 
Resolved, That in continuity with previous actions of the General Convention of this Church, and 
in response to the call for dialogue by the Lambeth Conference, we affirm that those on various 
sides of controversial issues have a place in the Church, and we reaffirm the imperative to 
promote conversation between persons of differing experiences and perspectives, while 
acknowledging the Church's teaching on the sanctity of marriage. 

 
Minneapolis, 2003: Acknowledging continuing differences, General Convention recognized “that local 
faith communities are operating within the bounds of our common life as they explore and experience 
liturgies celebrating and blessing same-sex unions”: 
 Resolution 2003-C051: 

Resolved, That the 74th General Convention affirm the following: 
1. That our life together as a community of faith is grounded in the saving work of Jesus Christ 

and expressed in the principles of the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral: Holy Scripture, the 
historic Creeds of the Church, the two dominical Sacraments, and the Historic Episcopate. 
 

2. That we reaffirm Resolution A069 of the 65th General Convention (1976) that "homosexual 
persons are children of God who have a full and equal claim with all other persons upon the 
love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and care of the Church." 
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3. That, in our understanding of homosexual persons, differences exist among us about how 

best to care pastorally for those who intend to live in monogamous, non-celibate unions; 
and what is, or should be, required, permitted, or prohibited by the doctrine, discipline, and 
worship of The Episcopal Church concerning the blessing of the same. 

 
4. That we reaffirm Resolution D039 of the 73rd General Convention (2000), that "We expect 

such relationships will be characterized by fidelity, monogamy, mutual affection and 
respect, careful, honest communication, and the holy love which enables those in such 
relationships to see in each other the image of God," and that such relationships exist 
throughout the church. 

 
5. That we recognize that local faith communities are operating within the bounds of our 

common life as they explore and experience liturgies celebrating and blessing same-sex 
unions. 

 
6. That we commit ourselves, and call our church, in the spirit of Resolution A104 of the 70th 

General Convention (1991), to continued prayer, study, and discernment on the pastoral 
care for gay and lesbian persons, to include the compilation and development by a special 
commission organized and appointed by the Presiding Bishop, of resources to facilitate as 
wide a conversation of discernment as possible throughout the church. 

 
7. That our baptism into Jesus Christ is inseparable from our communion with one another, 

and we commit ourselves to that communion despite our diversity of opinion and, among 
dioceses, a diversity of pastoral practice with the gay men and lesbians among us. 

 
8. That it is a matter of faith that our Lord longs for our unity as his disciples, and for us this 

entails living within the boundaries of the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church. 
We believe this discipline expresses faithfulness to our polity and that it will facilitate the 
conversation we seek, not only in The Episcopal Church, but also in the wider Anglican 
Communion and beyond. 

 
Anaheim, 2009: General Convention directed the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music to “collect 
and develop theological and liturgical resources” for blessing same-gender relationships: 

Resolution 2009-C056:  
Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 76th General Convention acknowledge the 
changing circumstances in the United States and in other nations, as legislation authorizing or 
forbidding marriage, civil unions or domestic partnerships for gay and lesbian persons is passed 
in various civil jurisdictions that call forth a renewed pastoral response from this Church, and for 
an open process for the consideration of theological and liturgical resources for the blessing of 
same gender relationships; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music, in consultation with the House of 
Bishops, collect and develop theological and liturgical resources, and report to the 77th General 
Convention; and be it further 
  
Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music, in consultation with the House of 
Bishops, devise an open process for the conduct of its work inviting participation from 
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provinces, dioceses, congregations, and individuals who are engaged in such theological work, 
and inviting theological reflection from throughout the Anglican Communion; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That bishops, particularly those in dioceses within civil jurisdictions where same-
gender marriage, civil unions, or domestic partnerships are legal, may provide generous pastoral 
response to meet the needs of members of this Church; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That this Convention honor the theological diversity of this Church in regard to 
matters of human sexuality; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That the members of this Church be encouraged to engage in this effort. 


